THe Uk PRe
BASIC GRADING
20th MAY TO 23th MAY 2010

The annual UK National PRE Grading took place in late
May. This year we had a record number of horses
forward for Grading - 60 in total, from all four countries
that make up the UK - a 50% increase on last year's
numbers. The only time we had a similar number was
back in 2004 when we had two years worth of horses
presented after no Grading in 2003.

Although most owners got their Grading applications
into me in good time and in good order, there were a
number of late applications which left very little time to
get the cheques cleared through the UK banking
system before | could pay the LGPRE for the Grading
Service requested and produce all the paperwork and
documentation for the horse/s. | did just manage to get
their applications processed in time for the actual
Grading by dint of burning a lot of midnight oil!

Six Grading applications required a good deal of extra
paperwork in order to be able to accept them. These
were sent in by owners who did not have breeder
codes and therefore their horses were not shown on
the LGPRE system as being owned by these individuals.
So six new breeder codes were applied for and a lot of
LGPRE Service 619 transfers were done in order to
enable these horses to be graded.

In the three previous years (since the ANCCE took over
the PRE Studbook) the ANCCE LGPRE have insisted that
all the horses presented for Grading were also re-
sampled for their DNA type using blood samples
withdrawn during the Grading process. This DNA
sampling was a free service, and most of the owners of
adult breeding stock within the UK made sure that they
also had their horses sampled whilst it was free.
However on 1st January 2010 the DNA sampling of
adult horses became a fee paying service costing £70,
simultaneously the LGPRE announced that they would
not accept horses for Grading unless the horse had a
DNA blood sample stored at the LGPRE laboratories.
Fortunately, 50 of the horses presented were already
sampled, but the owners of the remaining 10 horses
had to apply and pay for DNA typing, and this required
another pile of paperwork for them to complete and
the Registry office to generate before Grading week.

As seems to be the usual case, the LGPRE did not
confirm the flight times and airport of arrival for our
Grading delegate from Spain until less than a week
beforehand. The actual airport was a shock - Stanstead
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- normally the whole event is organized around
Heathrow/Gatwick! So this major change resulted in a
lot of pressure to readjust the complex planning of
routes, venues, and hotel stopovers in order to fit into
five days Grading 60 horses and over 2,000 miles of
driving to the various venues but starting and finishing
from a totally different place. However thanks to
Amanda Tomlinson taking on the hotel booking and
organizing the hire-car, | was able to concentrate on
working out routes, distances and estimated travel
times between our 12 venues and 4 overnight stops,
and it all got reorganized in time.

Our Grading delegate was the same charming lady
veterinarian as last year, Alexandra Gomez Albelle, but
now a very much more experienced and relaxed
Alexandra, having just Graded 500 horses in Mexico
and the USA during March, and then the PREs in
Holland and Denmark in April. It was a pleasure to meet
her again.

The whole Grading event went fairly well to time,
although, of course, the English traffic played its part in
unexpected holdups especially on the first day,
Monday, when the closure of the A14 as we were
travelling from Stanstead to the Mill Park Stud near
Leicester resulted in us being delayed by 90 minutes for
our both our Monday venues, Mill Park, and then a
studfarm near Matlock. Our apologies again to those
owners who had to await our arrival, it's difficult to
have to wait longer for such an important event as your
horse's Grading, even though we had phoned ahead to
say we were very delayed, and we appreciated the
patience and understanding of most of the owners.

On the Monday night we stayed in Doncaster and then
spent the morning Grading horses in that area plus our
first mare from Scotland. We then drove for a couple of
hours to the Aguja Stud near Accrington where we had
five horses to Grade plus our second mare from
Scotland. Tuesday night saw us staying near Alderley
Edge and then we Graded horses all Wednesday
morning at a nearby venue, including several from
Wales, and also our first ever PRE from Northern Ireland,
a stunningly handsome bay stallion called CHS Ismaikel,
still full of energy despite an eight hour ferryboat
journey.

Leaving Alderley we travelled for several hours to the
Jareta stud near Monmouth where we had a delicious
homemade lunch (the only time we didn't end up with
grabbing a few sandwiches from a garage shop) before
Grading a further selection of Welsh PRE mares through
the afternoon. By Wednesday night we were staying
over at a B&B in Wiltshire ready to start Grading at a
yard near Bradford on Avon on Thursday morning.
From Bradford on Avon we travelled to Maryss PRE Stud
in Somerset to Grade three mares before driving on to

Dorset and Grading a number of horses at Yeguada
Lago, then it was back on the road again for a couple of
hours before collapsing into bed after a lovely supper
at a wonderful pub near Petersfield.

The last day dawned bright and sunny, and after
Grading two local horses we pressed onward to arrive
at our last major venue near Horley at 11.30 am, where
we Graded the last seven horses before being treated
to a fabulous lunch - many thanks to our hostess,
Naomi Vance-Webb. Then it was panic stations as we
realized that it was 3pm and we had to get Alexandra
to Gatwick to catch the express train to London in
order to connect with the train to Stanstead airport. It
was a real rush and Alexandra literally caught the train
as it was pulling out of the station, but she made it
home safely.

At the end of another busy Grading week we have 57
new horses approved for breeding (APTO) , one 25yr
old stallion who is approved subject to sorting out
some paperwork difficulties, one stallion whose owner
was advised to wait until next year before Grading, and
one mare who was failed due to a collapsed neck crest,
The last case should be a serious warning to all owners
who allow young PREs to grow a full and very heavy
mane before they are adults - it is probable that this
mare's crest was pulled over by the weight of her
luxuriant mane which had been growing since she was
a baby. | do understand that some owners dislike
clipping off the mane's of youngstock but there are
good reasons to do so and it is certain that the mane
hair will grow back in very quickly once the youngster's
neck is strong enough to support it - 18 inches of mane
grown in 12 months is quite common for a PRE.

| would like to thank everyone who provided a venue
for us to use, and to thank Amanda T for helping and
supporting and driving 2,000 miles.

Finally, | think that all our owners will be happy to
know that once again Alexandra made the very nice
comment to us that she was enormously impressed by
the overall high standard of the PREs presented to her
for assessment during the week. So roll on next year's
Grading - always fascinating, stimulating, and
exhausting.

Mary McBryde
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Craded APTO 2010

BAY FEMALES

Al Teadora Alto Dorada Aracelia NG

Jareta Ochenta Jareta Oculta

Jareta Picanta Peonia VI Sara (FR)




Aureliano NG

Mari Pepa

Ti Amo (FR)

- ' i
M- ...”

ERVAUEED L At )

Lago Feria

Panades V

CHS Ismaikel

Camino XI

Marques LX

F Bodeguero

.

nador

Mill So

Kamborio VI

Bahia XXXI



DUN FEMALES

Mill Garboso

GREYING FEMALES

“aaree

L N e

3

Aguja Delicia

Angel Rose Behesht Bambollera

Firma ; Genoa Mill Ascua




S

" GREYING CHESTNUT FEMALES

Ventolera XXXVII

Lago Diamante

PERTY

=

Lago Dramatica

GREYING BAY FEMALES

GREYING BLACK FEMALES

Amorosa CVIII
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Maryss Quintiliana

GREYING DK BROWN FEMALES

Bonita CLXXVI



GREYING MALES

Liberto IlI

Nuevo Incendio

GREYING BAY MALES

Benicio

Gaucho XI
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Gazaro Necator
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